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In strong alcohol it is soluble in about the proportion of
i part of turpentine to 3 of alcohol; it is soluble in
ether, carbon bisulphide, benzine, benzole, and fixed oils.
Rectified turpentine, which has been purified by redistilla-
tion, is in general a good solvent for resins. It is used in
making turpentine-oil varnishes.
It is well known that the essential oil of turpentine, or
spirit of turpentine, is obtained by distillation of the
crude turpentine of various species of pine; the principal
one being the American long-leaf pine of the Southern
States. The residue in the still is colophony or rosin.
The fact that a solution of rosin in spirit of turpentine
does not produce the original crude turpentine suggests
that chemical as well as physical action takes place; and
it is the opinion of some experienced chemists that the
rosin is a decomposition product. The fact that pine
wood has not the well-known pungent smell of turpentine
is explained by the theory that the real spirit, in its
natural state, has very little odor; it is said that if we
scrape the fresh colorless pitch off the end of a recently-
cut log, and immediately put it in a glass flask and heat it,
we get a spirit or essential oil of turpentine with only a
faint, agreeable odor. The pungent odor of ordinary
spirit is thought to be due to the pitch lying long in con-
tact with the wood and bark, and undergoing oxidation
in this environment; it absorbs and develops compounds
other than pinene and its allied substances, and these
oxidation products produce the familiar odor. It is cer-
tain that turpentines from various trees have various
odors; and that the odor does not bear any definite re-
lation to the solvent power.
The growing scarcity of ordinary turpentine has
awakened interest in its production from neglected
sources; the most important being the manufacture of
turpentine from the wood of pine-trees, which is reduced
to chips and distilled in a current of steam. Although
the boiling-point of turpentine is much higher than that
of water, it readily distils in a current of steam. It may